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Zero Milestone, (North Face;) Upper Left, Washington Monument. Emblem, Automobile
Wheel with Winged Helmet, Official Emblem of Motor Transport Corps



HISTORICAL

The suggestion of a Zero Milestone was made in a letter from
Dr. 8. M. Johnson to Col. J. M. Ritchie, of the Motor Transport
Corps, dated June 7, 1919, as follows:

“It seems to me the time has come when the Governmen't
should designate a point at which the road system of the United
States takes its beginning, and that the spot should be marked
by an initial milestone, from which all road distances in the
United States and throughout the Western hemisphere should
be reckoned.

““Rome marked the beginning of her system of highways
which bound her widely scattered people together by a golden
milestone in the Forum. The system of highways radiating
from Washington to all the boundaries of the national domain
and all parts of the Western hemisphere will do vastly more
for mational unity and for human unity than even the roads
of the Roman Empire. It would seem that a system of highways
that embraces a hemisphere, and that is directly related to
the welfare and progress of humanity should have a definite
point of beginning, and that that point should be marked by a
suitable milestone,

“‘This stone will endure as the generations and the centuries
come and go, till time shall be no more. If that golden mile-
stone in Rome still has power to fire the imagination of men,
how much greater will be the appeal of the Washington mile-
stone as time goes on and American history grows ever richer
in deeds of service to humanity.”’

In addition, the letter referred to carried the suggestion that
the monument be of granite, that it mark the starting point of
the Motor Convoy to the Pacific Coast, and that it be dedicated
by the President of the United States,

Dr. Johnson’s suggestion was made without knowledge of
a fact which has since been discovered, and which seems to have
been absolutely forgotten. The following note appears on the
original L’Enfant plan of ‘Washington :

““B—an historie column—also intended for a mile or itinerary
column, from whose station (a mile from Federal House), all
distance of places through the continent are to be calculated.”’

The site proposed by L’Enfant was on Rast Capitol Street.
The selection of the site for the Zero Milestone west of the Capi-
tol calls attention to the logiec of events which led to the west-
ward rather than the eastward growth of the Capital. The
selection was made by Dr. Johnson after conference with Col.
C. 8. Ridley, Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds,
and with H. W, Peaslee, Washington, D. C.

The idea of the first Transcontinental Motor Convoy to the
Pacific Coast originated in two independent sourees, having heen






